REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


3  1833  01178  3096 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/longislandhistorOOIong 


PiERREPONT  Street,  corker  of  Clinton, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Officers  of  the  Society,  1884-5. 


PRESIDENT, 
Rf.v.  RICHARD  S.  STORRS,  D.D.,  LL.D. 


Firs t  Vice- Pns idcii t, 
Hon.  JOSHUA  M.  VAX  COTT. 


Second  Vice-President, 
HENRY  E.  PH-:RREP0XT. 


Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary,  Hon.  Besjami.n"  D.  Sillim.an. 
Ilotne  Corresponding  Secretdry,  .  ReV.  ChakleS  II.  HaiX,  D.D. 
Recording  Secretary,    ....  Chauncey  L.  MITCHELL,  M.D. 


Treasurer, 
A,  \V.  Humphreys. 


Librarian, 
George  Ha.wah. 


Curator, 
Elias  Lewis,  Jr. 


Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs, 

He.VRV  E.  PlERREPONT, 

Samuel  McLean, 
Alered  S.  Barnes, 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Hall, 
James  R.  T.aylor, 
J.  Carson  Urevoort,  LI 
\.  AiiROT  Low, 
Henry  Sheldon, 
Walter  T.  Hatch, 
Alexander  M.  White, 
Georiu:  L  Seney, 


directors. 

D.D.,  LL.D.,   Hon.  Simeon  B.  Chittenden, 

Hon.  Benjamin"  D.  Silliman, 

Hon.  Joshua  M.  Van  Cott, 

Alexander  E.  Orr, 
D.D.,  Rev.  Alfre;d  P.  Putnam,  D.D., 

Ei.iAS  Lewis,  Jr., 
,.D.,  Thomas  V..  Stillman, 

John  S.  Ward, 
'  Bryan  1L  Smith, 

Joseph  C.  Hutchison,  M.D.,  LL.D. 

John  Gibb, 

A.  W.  Humphreys, 
Henry  D.  Polhemus. 


executive  coaimittee. 

Thomas  E.  Stillman,  Chairman. 
Samuel  McLean,  Henrx  Sheldon, 

Jami'.s  R.  Taylor,  Rev.  .-\lfred  P.  Putnam,  D.D. 

,\LKKKD  S.  Barnes,  Walter  T.  Hatch, 

George  [L\nnah,  Secretary. 


COUNCILLORS. 


KINGS  COUXTV. 


Pet?:r  C.  Cornell, 

Rt.  Rev.  A.  N.  Liitlejohn,  D.D., 

Hon.  J.  S.  T.  Straxahan, 

David  M.  Stone, 

ChaUiNCEy  L.  MirciiELL,  M.D., 


Hon.  John  Greenwood. 

Rev.  Frederick  A.  F.\;s.Tr,  D.D., 

Prof.  Darwin  G.  Eaton, 

George  L.  Nichols, 

Rev.  N.  H.  Schenck,  D.D., 


Hon.  Joseph  Neilson. 


Henry  Onderdonk,  Jr., 
William  Floy'd  Jones, 


QUEENS  COUNTY, 


John  A.  King, 
Benjamin  D.  Hicks. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 


James  H.  Tuthill, 
Hon.  J.  Lawrence  Smith, 


Rev.  Epher  NVhitaker, 
^YILLIAM  Nicol, 


Hon.  John  R.  Reid. 


LONG  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


ITS  OBJECTS  AND   WORK,   WITH   LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 

THE  principal  object  of  the  Society  is  the  formation 
of  a  Library  of  Reference,  complete  as  possible  in 
whatever  relates  to  the  general  history  of  this  country 
and  continent,  as  w^ell  as  to  the  local  and  family  history 
of  the  several  States  of  the  Union:  comprising  also  the 
best  books  in  all  departments  of  knowledge,  and  in 
particular  those  works,  which,  on  account  of  their 
extent  or  cost,  are  not  suitable  for  circulating  libraries 
or  for  ordinary  private  collections. 

Special  efforts  are  made  to  secure  books,  documents, 
manuscripts,  and  historical  memorials,  relating  to  Long 
Island,  as  well  as  specimens  representing  its  Natural 
History. 

The  Society  holds  stated  meetings,  at  which  papers' 
are  read  or  addresses  delivered  upon  topics  not  dis- 
cussed by  ordinary  lecturers. 

Even  a  partial  accomplishment  of  the  plans  of  the 
Society  will  require  ample  means,  and  occupy  years  ; 
but  the  necessary  equipment  for  a  broad  foundation 
has  been  secured,  and  the  coliections  now  displayed 
in  its  Library  and  INIuseum  indicate  how  useful  and 
attractive  the  institution  can  be  made. 
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It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  rapid  and  steady 
progress  of  the  Society  is  principally  due  to  the  active 
cooperation  of  its  members;  and  that  while  other 
societies,  kindred  with  this,  have  been  enriched  by 
bequest,  this  Society  has  been  enabled  to  prosecute  its 
work  mainly  by  the  liberality  and  efforts  of  the  living. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  letter  to  briefly  describe 
the  institution,  in  order  to  induce  the  residents  of 
Brooklyn,  whose  tastes  are  in  harmony  with  the  objects 
of  the  Society,  to  call  and  examine  the  collections  now 
at  their  service  for  the  purpose  of  study,  or  as  means 
of  culture  and  general  information. 

The  building  erected  by  the  Society  occupies  three 
lots  at  the  corner  of  Pierrepont  and  Clinton  streets,  and 
contains  a  Hall  for  its  meetings,  a  Library  with  ante- 
rooms adjoining,  one  of  these  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
ladies,  and  a  Museum. 

The  Library  is  open  day  and  evening,  and  the 
Museum  is  open  during  the  day  and  upon  evenings 
when  meetings  of  the  Society  are  held.  Members  have 
the  use  of  the  Library,  and  access  to  the  Museum,  and 
tvv^o  admissions  are  sent  to  them  to  every  meeting  of 
the  Society.  The  privileges  of  the  use  of  the  Library 
and  access  to  the  Museum  are  extended  to  the  ladies 
in  the  families  of  members,  as  well  as  to  the  young 
gentlemen  of  those  families  under  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

The  Library,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  contains 
an  unusual  number  of  extensive  and  costly  illustrated 
works  relating  to  art,  antiquities,  and  natural  history  ; 
among  these  are  volumes  of  engravings  from  paintings 
in  the  Madrid,  Dresden,  and  other  European  galleries; 
the  Cabinet  du  Roi,  a  collection  of  engravings  in  forty- 
nine  folio  volumes,  executed  at  the  expense  of  Louis 
XIV.,  for  presentation  to  distinguished  persons;  Baron 
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Taylor's  "  Architectural  Antiquities  and  Picturesque 
Views  of  France,"  in  twenty-seven  folio  volumes  ;  the 
great  works  of  Lepsius,  Champollion,  and  Prisse 
D'Avennes,  on  the  monuments  of  Eg)  pt ;  as  well  as 
the  "  Description  de  I'P^gypte,"  published  by  order 
of  Napoleon  ;  "Audubon's  Birds  of  America,"  in  four 
large  folio  volumes,  with  text  in  five  volumes;  "  Sil- 
vestre's  Universal  Palaeography,"  and  many  similar 
works. 

These  works  are  only  mentioned  as  representative 
of  one  class  of  books  specially  suited  to  a  reference 
library,  but  the  Societ)''s  collections  are  not  limited  to 
any  class  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  plan  is  to  gather  into 
its  library  whatever  any  intelligent  reader  may  \\'ish  to 
consult,  excluding,  of  course,  as  far  as  possible,  books 
of  temporary  interest  or  value. 

The  Library  is  strong  in  works  relating  to  Ameri- 
can history,  particularK'  to  the  local  history  of  the 
several  States,  and  contains  an  excellent  collection  of 
American  family  genealogies.  The  biographical  de- 
partment is  also  large ;  one  division  of  it,  that  of 
American  biography,  is  maintained,  in  part,  b)-  a  fund 
given  for  that  specific  purpose  hy  the  late  Mrs.  Maria 
Cary.  Mrs.  Urania  1).  fiumphrey  has  recently  begun 
a  very  interesting  division  in  the  same  department  by 
presenting  a  large  collection  of  the  biographies  of  dis- 
tinguished women.  Mrs.  Humphrey  has  also  presented 
a  valuable  collection  of  \  olumes  on  the  history,  theory, 
and  practice  of  music.  Another  fund  has  been  estab- 
lished by  Miss  Caroline  and  Miss  Ellen  Tliurston,  in 
memor)'  of  their  brother,  Mr.  Frederick  G.  Thurston, 
for  a  department  of  the  histor)'  of  Egypt,  the  Holy 
Land,  and  Greece. 

The  Library  contains  some  of  the  most  important 
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collective  series  relating  to  early  geographical  discovery 
and  history,  such  as  that  of  De  Bry,  the  first  series,  in 
Latin,  relating  to  America;  the  collections  of  Hakluyt, 
the  publications  of  the  Hakluyt  Society,  and  similar 
works.  In  English  history,  besides  most  of  the  best 
general  histories,  and  many  valuable  county  and  town 
histories,  it  contains  the  splendid  series  of  Chronicles 
and  Memorials  of  Great  Britain,  complete  to  date,  as 
well  as  the  Calendars  of  State  Papers,  both  published 
by  the  British  Government ;  the  publications  of  the 
Record  Commissioners,  and  such  works  as  Dugdale's 
"Monasticon,"  in  nine  folio  volumes;  Billings'  "Baronial 
and  Ecclesiastical  Antiquities,"  both  works  richly  illus- 
trated ;  the  Camden  Society's  publications,  and  an 
excellent  collection  of  works  on  the  history  of  India  and 
the  British  dominion  there. 

In  the  department  relating  to  France,  besides  the 
splendid  work  by  Baron  Taylor,  already  mentioned, 
the  Society  possesses  the  collection  by  Bouquet,  in 
twenty-three  folio  volumes,  of  the  early  historians  of 
that  country ;  many  of  the  best  standard  histories,  and 
series  of  memoirs,  such  as  Petitot's  and  Guizot's  collec- 
tions, in  many  volumes. 

Of  other  divisions  relating  to  general  history,  those 
of  Greece,  Italy,  Holland,  China,  Egypt,  and  the  Holy 
Land  are  well  supplied  with  leading  standard  works, 
and  there  are  many  important  volumes  relating  to 
countries  not  here  referred  to. 

Nearly  all  departments  of  thought  and  research  are 
represented  :  those  of  religion,  art,  science,  philosoph)% 
political  economy,  and  general  literature  are  already 
well  advanced,  and  the  collections  comprise  many  im- 
portant series  of  volumes,  such  as  the  Sacred  Books  of 
the  East,  Triibncr's  Oriental  Series,  sets  of  the  ancient 
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classics,  in  the  original  as  also  in  translations ;  the 

"Acta  Sanctorum,"  "  Histoire  de  la  Litterature  cle  la 

France,"  and  similar  extended  works.     Important  sets 

of  American  and  English  periodicals  are  also  in  the 

Library;  such  as  the  "Portfolio,"  the  "Art  Journal,"  the 

quarterly  and  monthly  literary  journals,  and  hies,  in 

volumes,  of  important  newspapers.    There  is  also  a 

good   supply  of  dictionaries,   encyclopaedias,   biblio-  I 

graphical  works,  and  other  necessary  books  for  general  | 

reference.  j 

The  most  important  service  of  a  reference  library,  j 
such  as  the  Historical  Society  is  forming,  is  to  supply,  ! 
in  full  measure,  useful  books  in  all  departnients  of  re-  ! 
search  and  thought;  history,  art,  science,  and  good  I 
letters ;  books  that  most  students  and  lovers  of  read- 
ing cannot  buy ;  in  short,  to  keep  at  the  ser\  ice  of 
everybody  books  that  the  richest  can  scarcely  afford, 
monumental  works,  which  are  recognized  sources  of  | 
knowledge,  as  well  as  the  literature  of  the  present  and  j 
of  the  past.  .  ; 

The  Museum,  which  occupies  the  upper  floor  of  the  ' 
building,  is  already  attractive,  and  is  growing  rapidly.  i 

The  Society  has  an  endowment  of  one  hundred  ; 
thousand  dollars,  which,  together  with  the  dues  of  its  j 
members  and  the  rental  of  its  lecture-hall,  are  the  | 
sources  of  its  income.  ; 

It  would  not  be  i)0ssible  within  the  reasonable  \ 
limits  of  a  circular  letter  to  give  an  adequate  descrip-  \ 
tion  of  the  collections  of  the  Society,  in  its  Library  and  | 
Museum;  the  Executive  Committee  therefore  invites  i 
you,  as  well  as  the  members  of  your  family,  to  visit  the 
institution  and  examine  them.      Every  part  of  the 
building  and  collections  is  open  for  personal  inspection, 
and  the  Lil)rarian  will  take  pleasure  in  displaying  the 
la 
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literary  treasures  and  the  objects  of  interest  now  in  the  | 

possession  of  the  Society.    Three  of  the  assistants  in 

the  Library  are  ladies,  and  a  lady  is  in  charge  of  the  ^ 

Museum.   No  introductions  are  necessary.    Ladies  and 

gentlemen  can  call  without  ceremony,  and  they  will 

have  every  facility  for  examination  extended  to  them. 

In  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
..  Thomas  E.  Stillmax, 

Chai/ynaii. 

George  Hannah, 

Librarian. 


The  Terms  of  Membership  are:  for  Annual  Mt-inbcrs,  $io  tlie  first 
year,  and  thereafter  $5  a  year;  or,  for  Life  Membership,  $100,  in  full 
for  all  fees  and  dues. 

Application  for  membership  can  be  made  through  any  Member  of 
the  Society,  or  to  the  Librarian. 
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